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One	of	the	most	important	aspects	of	DM5	is	its	versatility	in	addition	to	being	the	rebran	of	this	kit.	I	feel	that	Alesis	could	make	a	much	larger	splash	in	the	electronic	market	of	the	battery	kit	if	they	spend	a	little	more	money	on	the	aspects	of	gameplay	and	durability	of	this	kit.	The	recent	development	of	mesh	heads	in	electronic	drums	made	a
great	difference,	but	as	I	have	pointed	out,	this	type	of	innovation	comes	to	a	price.	In	all,	there	are	12	shooting	inputs,	which	you	connect	to	the	cushions	to	create	your	sound.	Chute	Pedal	Included	Motion	Cymals	of	Motion	and	HI	~	"Chapter	Controller	Pedal	for	Realistic	Open	/	Close	Pad	Trigger	Cygin	Gatger	Now	that	the	electronic	drums	finally
became	respectable,	there	seems	to	be	a	tendency	to	produce	more	accessible	MIDI	kits.	Current	kits	are,	however,	strictly	a	sound	by	cushion,	unless	you	tell	hi-hat,	which	changes	open	to	closed	and	also	generates	a	closing	sound	when	the	pedal	is	operated	that	you	need	is	a	stool	and	a	pair	of	headphones	to	get	up	and	run.	At	the	bottom	of	each
cushion	it's	a	quarter	room	jet	tone	for	connection	to	the	DM5,	and	all	the	leads	needed	With	the	kit.	As	with	the	previous	Audio	Kit,	the	most	recent	model	cushions	includes	In	double-drive	sockets,	but	one	of	them	is	mysteriously	blocked,	suggesting	some	space	for	future	development.	Most	of	the	cushion	extension	bars	loosened	and	needed	to	be
mounted	when	I	went	along.	The	power	of	the	DM5	module	comes	from	an	included	network	adapter	that	connects	to	the	rear	panel.	Each	cushion	is	about	eight	inches	of	diameter	in	two	inches	deep	and	presents	Game	area	slightly	larger	than	available	in	the	previous	Audio	Kit.	Intelligent,	the	19-inch	DM5	module	hanging	from	the	top	of	the
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it	is	the	only	real	weak	point	of	this	kit	and	could	be	significantly	improved	if	a	little	more	thought	was	put	into	the	design	of	the	fittings,	positioners,	and	tightening	screws.	In	terms	of	hardware	compatibility,	the	rack	is	not	suitable	to	mount	other	manufacturers'	hardware,	as	the	tube	diameter	is	significantly	smaller.	The	kit	is	probably	best	suited	to
those	needing	to	practice	drums	at	home	without	annoying	the	neighbours,	but	it	will	also	work	well	for	general-purpose	studio	tasks,	and	should	also	be	OK	for	the	occasional	pub	gig.	540	sounds	21	programmable	drum	sets	recorded	in	48kHz,	true	stereo,	with	ambient	effects	Single	rack	space	module	Dynamic	Articulation¢Ã​Â¢Â	feature	allows
drum	sounds	to	change	volume,	tone,	and	pitch	depending	on	how	hard	they¢Ã​Â​Âre	hit	¢Ã​Â​Â	just	like	real	drums	Ultra¢Ã​Â​Âfast	trigger¢Ã​Â​Âto¢Ã​Â​ÂMIDI	converter	with	12	trigger	inputs,	5	programmable	parameters	for	each	trigger	4	Piece	Velocity	Sensitive	Pad	Drum	kit¢Ã​Â​Â	(5	pads)	Snare,	2	Toms,	Kick,	Ride,	Crash	and	Hi¢Ã​Â​Âhat	cymbals.	In
fact	I	seem	to	recall	that	the	DM5	module	when	launched	used	to	cost	more	on	its	own	than	this	complete	kit.	For	drummers,	simplicity	of	operation	tends	to	be	important,	and	the	interface	on	the	DM5	module	is	both	simple	and	clearly	laid	out,	with	a	central	backlit	LCD	display	for	kit	names	and	edit	parameters.	The	rack	itself	has	changed	little
from	the	previous	version	except	for	the	addition	of	two	side	extension	arms	that	mount	both	the	hi-hat	and	floor	tom	triggers	plus	the	snare	pad.	There	is	a	variable-level	phones	output,	essential	for	practice,	and	an	overall	volume	control.	Verdict	Because	I'm	primarily	an	acoustic	drummer	used	to	playing	on	very	responsive	playing	surfaces,	any
move	away	from	that	environment	feels	unnatural.	As	the	DM5	has	four	audio	outputs,	there	are	also	group-assign	and	output-selection	functions,	so	you	could	take	your	kick	and	snare	out	separately	for	in	a	recording	situation.	Being	honest,	the	playing	surface	of	the	DM5	kit	is	a	little	harsh,	and	the	tap,	tap,	tap	of	the	sticks	hitting	the	surface	can
be	intrusive,	but	at	least	there's	enough	give	in	the	pads	not	to	make	your	wrists	ache.	There	is	a	'T'	bar	leg	support	at	either	end,	which	vertically	supports	the	entire	frame,	with	a	middle-section	crossbar	to	add	strength	to	the	entire	assembly.	In	this	case	the	brain	is	the	long-established	Alesis	DM5	drum	module,	which	has	12	analogue	trigger
inputs,	so	cost	has	been	saved	by	not	having	to	design	new	electronics.	Most	parameter	adjustments	are	made	using	a	large	value	dial.	Finally,	there	are	the	obligatory	left	and	right	main	output	jacks,	as	well	as	the	two	auxiliary	output	jacks	which	may	be	used	to	separate	out	some	of	the	kit	elements.	When	tuning	your	drums	(via	the	Tune	button)
there's	an	automatic	'pad	follow'	system	which	can	be	used	to	get	the	edit	window	to	track	the	pad	you	last	hit.	A	very	clever	Preview	button	helps	ensure	you	haven't	dialled	up	a	John	Bonham	kit	by	mistake	when	you	are	just	about	to	play	a	jazz	number.	Hardware	&	Setup	I	was	pleasantly	surprised	at	just	how	easily	and	simply	the	drums	and	rack
were	packed,	and	at	how	compact	the	kit	is	when	disassembled.	Overall	this	is	a	good-value,	entry-level	kit	for	practice	or	studio	use,	with	the	added	bonus	that	the	DM5	module	is	a	versatile	source	of	MIDI	drum	sounds.​Ã	ÂProsGreat-sounding	drum	and	percussion	voices.Very	easy-to-use	DM5	interface.Comparatively	inexpensive.Compact.Bass-drum
pedal	and	sticks	included.ConsPlaying	surfaces	a	little	noisy.Rack	construction	and	connectivity	could	be	improved.	The	wing	nuts	provided	with	this	kit	are	very	small	and	fragile,	which	is	quite	unnecessary.	The	factory	preset	drum	kits	are	well	thought	out,	with	kits	covering	heavy	metal,	pop,	rock,	jazz,	Latin,	and	general	percussion.	The	two	12-
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e	,ngised	oN	are	available	for	editing,	so	sounds	can	be	replaced,	retuned,	panned	and	mixed.	You	can	store	21	drum	kits	and	each	kit	can	have	up	to	61	sounds.	Gameplay	one	of	the	Interesting	aspects	of	electric	drums	Are	your	appeal	to	drummers	and	non-drummers	alike.	Racking	was	really	quite	quick,	but	less	easy	than	it	could	have	been.	In	the
meantime,	having	playable	supers	is	a	big	step	up	from	programming	drum	beats	or	manipulating	them	with	a	MIDI	mouse	or	keyboard.	Since	not	all	are	used,	you	cannot	add	more	pads	as	needed.	As	an	acoustic	drummer	who	also	opens	up	electronic	drums,	I	have	been	able	to	play	and	play	several	electronic	kits	over	the	years,	ranging	from	the
first	Simmons	kits	with	their	dissonant	bone	playing	surfaces,	through	©s	of	the	newest	softer	rubber	pads,	up	to	my	current	Roland	V-Drum	kit	with	its	knitted	cabinets,	fabulous	hardware,	and	equally	imposing	pre	label.	Included	with	this	kit	are	the	two	side	extension	bars	on	which	both	hi-hat	and	platform-tone	pads	are	mounted.	The	kit	includes	a
black	rack	structure	to	support	the	pads;	five	trigger	drums,	one	of	which	serves	as	a	hi-hat	game	superf	and	A©	used	in	conjunction	with	the	supplied	open/closed	pedal;	two	dish	tablets;	and	the	"³"	of	the	sound	module.	For	example,	you	could	not	use	it	as	an	expander	for	another	electronic	kit,	or	use	it	in	your	studio	as	a	MIDIable	box	of	drum
samples​Â​	which	is	as	originally	designed	to	be	used.	As	with	its	predecessor,	this	kit	is	easy	to	set	up	and	transport	and	once	unpacked,	it	took	me	less	than	15	minutes	to	assemble	it,	a	process	that	was	only	slightly	hampered	by	the	fact	that	I	could	not	find	any	assembly	µ	included	with	the	review	kit!	The	rack	for	the	DM5	Is	the	usual	case	of	a	black
painted	with	multiple	staples	that	house	the	lateral	µ	and	the	covers	of	the	cushion.	The	experienced	professional	may	well	like	the	sounds	inside	the	M³dulo	DM5,	but	hesitate	to	*​Â​	but	then	this	kit	clearly	is	not	intended	for	the	professional.	If	you	don't	want	to	build	an	electric	battery	kit	that	is	accessible,	there	seems	to	be	little	alternative	to
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